Dr. Charlie Bing


Grace and Our Sin

Lesson 1

The theme of Romans (Romans 1:16-17)

The gospel reveals the righteousness of God which delivers us from God’s wrath and gives us His life.


Definitions:  
Gospel = Good news of deliverance




Salvation = deliverance




Believe = to be persuaded or convinces that something is true




Righteousness = 1) positional – Legal standing before God’s justice





2) Practical – Living uprightly before God


v. 17 “faith to faith” on the basis of faith and directed by faith. 


“The one who is righteous by faith shall live.”

I. Sin brings God’s wrath. (Romans 1:18-32)


A. Two aspects of God’s wrath



1. Eternal aspect - Hell



2. Temporal aspect – Chastisement, consequences in this life


B. Sins that bring God’s wrath



Suppression of truth (1:18-20)



Refusal to give God glory (1:21)



Unthankfulness (1:21)



Idolatry (1:22-23)




Anything that replaces God’s preeminence



Sexual immorality (1:24-27)




“the lie” = that any image can represent God



Ignoring God (1:28)


C. Demonstration of sinfulness (1:29-31)


D. Consequence of sinfulness (1:32)



Definition of “death” = separation from God. Not cessation of existence.

II. All are under God’s wrath. (2:1—3:18)


A. The self-righteous are sinners (2:1-16)



v. 13 To be justified by law, one must keep it perfectly!


B. The Jews are sinners (2:17—3:8)



3:1-8 Sin cannot cancel God’s promise to the Jews.


C. All people are sinners (3:9-18)



We are not bad because we sin; we sin because we are bad.

III. No one escapes God’s wrath by keeping the law. (Romans 3:19-20)


No one can be justified by keeping the law.


The law shows us that we are sinners in need of a Savior.

Conclusion: Because we are sinners, there is nothing we can do to earn or deserve God’s righteousness. If there is nothing we can do to be justified, then someone must do it for us.

If there is no way that we deserve justification, then it must be given to us. Before people can be saved, they must know they are lost.

Grace and Our Salvation

Lesson 2

I. God solves our sin problem with justification through faith. (3:21-31)


A. The offer is for all. (3:21-23)


B. The gift is free. (3:24-26)



Grace = God’s favor bestowed on undeserving sinners



Justification = declared righteous before God



Redemption = set free from the bondage of sin



Propitiation = to satisfy God’s wrath


C. The gift excludes any merit from keeping the law. (3:27-31)



Since the gift comes through faith, there is no boasting.

II. Abraham is an illustration of justification through faith. (4:1-25)

A. He was justified apart from works. (4:1-8)

B. He was justified apart from circumcision. (4:9-12)

C. He received God’s promise through faith. (4:13-25)


Abraham’s faith is an example for us.

Conclusion: Because we have no merit before God, God saves us freely by His grace through the price that Jesus paid.
Grace and Our Sanctification – A New Identity

Lesson 3

Sanctification = to be set apart to God in a growing relationship

Differences between justification and sanctification



Justification



Sanctification


Instant event



Lifetime process



Our position



Our practice



One condition


Many conditions



Jesus’ work



Our work



Relationship



Fellowship



Birth




Growth



Know Jesus as Savior

Know Jesus as Master

I. Justification allows sanctification


A. We have a new position before God. (Romans 5:1-2)



Peace



Access to grace



Rejoicing in hope


B. We have a new life with God. (Romans 5:3-11)



We were justified.



We will be saved.



Reconciliation = Our relationship with God has been restored.

C. We are no longer dead, but alive. (5:12-21)



Adam



Christ


Sin 



Righteousness



Death



Life



Disobedience

Obedience



Condemnation

Justification



Sin reigns


Grace reigns

II. Through grace we have a new identity with Christ. (Romans 6:1-23)


A. First Objection: Should we sin so that we can experience more of God’s grace? 

(6:1-2)



1. We are united with Him. (6:3-5)




This is not water baptism, but Spirit baptism



2. We have a new master. (6:6-10)



3. We must change our thinking. (6:11-14)




“Reckon” = Make a deliberate decision, a calculated conclusion


B. Second Objection: Since we are under grace, can we do whatever we want? 


(6:15)



1. We should obey our new Master. (6:16-19)



2. Our choices have consequences. (6:20-23)




Holiness ( Life




Sin ( Death

Conclusion: We can avoid the consequences of sin by serving God in our new life. Don’t be afraid of criticism when preaching grace. Live in your new identity. Present yourself to the Lord Jesus for service.

Grace and Our Sanctification — A New Power

Lesson 4

I. We cannot be victorious over sin through our own power. (7:1-25)


A. We are free from the law. (7:1-6)


B. Sin works through the law. (7:7-13)


C. The law cannot deliver from sin. (7:14-25)

II. We can be victorious over sin through the Holy Spirit’s power. (8:1-27)


A. The Holy Spirit has power over sinful flesh. (8:1-11)



The battle is in the mind.


B. The Holy Spirit gives assurance of sonship. (8:12-17)


C. The Holy Spirit gives assurance of future glory. (8:18-30)



From creation’s expectation  (8:18-22)



From our present hope (8:23-25)



From the Spirit’s intercession (8:26-27)



From God’s eternal security (8:28-39)
Grace and Our Security

Lesson 5

I. The controversy about eternal security



1. They think it encourages sin.



2. They think it would not be fair.



3. They think there are Bible verses that say we can lose our salvation.




But they could be speaking of God’s discipline. (Hebrews 12:5-10)




But they could be speaking of losing an eternal reward. (1 




Corinthians 3:11-15)




But they could be speaking of losing our fellowship with God. 



(Psalm 51:1-12)




But they could be speaking of physical death. (1 Corinthians 11:29-



30)


B. Why some believe in eternal security: Grace



1. Grace teaches us not to sin. (Romans 6; Titus 2:11-14)



2. Grace motivates us to live for God. (Romans 12:1-2)



3. Grace is never fair. (Romans 5:15-19)



4. Grace covers all our sin (Romans 5:20; Colossians 2:13-14)



5. Grace is God’s consistent attitude towards all mankind. (Romans 9—


11)

II. What grace teaches about eternal security (Romans 8:28-39)


A. God’s purpose for us cannot be broken (8:28-30)


B. God’s favor towards us cannot be denied. (8:31-32)


C. God’s justification of us cannot be reversed. (8:33)


D. Christ’s intercession for us cannot be ineffective. (8:34)


E. Christ’s love for us cannot be separated from us. (8:35-39) 

Conclusion:  Because of grace, we are eternally secure.

Question: Why do some Christians doubt their salvation?


1. They do not understand grace.


2. They are looking at their faith instead of God’s promise.


3. They have difficulty trusting someone.


4. They have an introspective personality.


5. They have had a severe trial.


6. They are practicing sin.


7. They are confused by some interpretations of the Bible.

God wants us to know that we have eternal life.


John 5:24


1 John 5:11-13

Grace and Our Selection

Lesson 6

Intro: In 8:35-39 we saw nothing separates us from God’s love. That truth also applies to the Jews. Chapters 9-11 should recall 3:3 that says Israel is not discarded but temporarily set aside. This illustrates God’s discipline as well as His grace. There was no Israel from A.D. 70 until they were given land in 1948 and recognized by the UN in 1952.

I. Israel’s past rejection of God’s righteousness. (Romans 9:1-29)


A. Their rejection causes sorrow. (9:1-5)



4-5 The Jews had many privileges.


B. Their rejection is consistent with God’s promise. (9:6-13)



6-10 Not physical descendants of Abraham, but spiritual—Those who believe 

in Christ. Isaac vs Ishmael. The term “Israel” is never used of Gentiles.



11-13 Bit human merit. Jacob chosen, but Essau born first. “Hate” = an 


idiom, to chose one over another. Eg A bride walks into the room.


C. Their rejection is consistent with God’s justice. (9:14-29)



14 Does that mean that God is unfair, unrighteous?



15-16 Cf Ex 33 God’s mercy is according to His will.



17 Eg of Pharaoh Ex 9:6. God is sovereign in election. That is grace. To save 

all denies His justice. To save none denies His love. The answer is that He 

selects some.



19 Then who can resist Him? Answer:



20-21 You can’t argue with God.



22-24 God has His purposes (to save both Jews and Gentiles).



25-29 All this was prophesied. God is keeping His Word.

II. Israel’s present rejection of God’s righteousness. (Romans 9:30—10:21)


A. They fail to achieve God’s righteousness. (9:30-33)



Gentiles were not seeking God’s righteousness but found it—by faith. Jews 

were seeking it but did not find it—by works. The Jews need to become like 

the Gentiles, not vice versa!


B. They refuse to accept God’s righteousness. (10:1-13)



1-3 The Jews did not submit to God’s righteousness in Christ.



4-5 Christ ends the law for those who believe. Law says “Obey and live.” But 

the Jews disobeyed.



6-8 Dt 30:12-14 But they should have found Christ’s righteousness because 

it was so near, available, and accessible—just like Christ is! No works or 


obedience, just the “word of faith,” or confessions, or agreement with God.



11 Confess is a synonym for believe. (Some say confess means to call out to 

God for deliverance from enemies.) Confess is not public profession, 


baptism, good conduct.


C. They reject the gospel. (10:14-21)



To believe you must hear. Israel heard but rejected, so the message goes to 

the Gentiles (19-20). It went to the “Jew first”, but continues to God extend 

His love (21).

III. Israel’s future restoration in God’s purpose (Romans 11:1-36)


This speaks of a literal Israel, not the church.


A. Their rejection was partial. (11:1-10)



Paul himself is proof (1). Elijah had a remnant. Also today—according to 


grace (6).  The rest of the nation is hardened (7-10).


B. Their rejection was purposeful. (11:11-24)



11-15 Gentile salvatioin provokes Israel to jealousy. 



16-17 “Lump” is the Patriarchs. “Root” is covenants, “Brancehs” is Israel. 



Gentiles grafted in.



19-24 Gentiles can be presumptuous and get broken off. Israel can get 


grafted back in again.


C. Their rejection is temporary. (11:25-32)



25 Temporary blindness



26-27 Israel will be saved.



28 Though they are enemies of God now, God still loves them.



29 God’s promise is irrevocable.



30-32 Their disobedience turns out for our (Gentile) mercy. Chart: God’s 



Marvelous Plan

IV. The praise of God’s wisdom. (Romans 11:33-36)


Paul stops his theological argument and worships. A doxology. 


God knew what He was doing! He took Israel’s failure and turned it into salvation for 
the world!


Apply: Our salvation is the same. Even when we fail God, He keeps His promise to 
love us infinitely (8:35-39).

Watch what happens to Israel. Do not confuse promises to Israel with the church.

Grace and Our Service
Lesson 7

A motivational model from Romans and the Epistles:


Who we are


How we should live


Blessings of grace 

How we can respond


What God has done

What we can do


Romans 1-11

Romans 12-16


Galatians 1-4


Galatians 5-6


Ephesians 1-3

Ephesians 4-6


Colossians 1-2

Colossians 3-4

There are many motivations to serve God.

Love

Gratitude

Eternal significance

Rewards

Duty

Fear

Convinced vs Committed? (Romans chs. 1-5 vs 6-16)


Salvation

Discipleship


Justification

Sanctification


Come to Christ
Come after/Follow Christ


Faith in Christ
Faithfulness to Christ


Instant Event

Lifetime Process


Free to us

Costly to us

I. When we appreciate God’s grace, we will serve Him. (Romans 12:1-2)


1 Looks back to chs 1-11


2 God’s will in regards to 1) Ourselves 12:3-16, 2) Society 12:17-13:14, 3) Amoral 
issues 14:1-15:13.

II. We can serve God by serving others. (Romans 12:3—15:13)

A. In our responsibilities toward all people (12:3-21)

By using our gifts (12:3-8)

Gifts unique to Romans 12: serving, encouragement, giving, mercy

More gifts in Ephesians 4: apostle, prophet, evangelist, pastor-teacher

More gifts in 1 Cor. 12: wisdom, knowledge, faith, healing, miracles, 
distinguishing spirits, tongues, interpretation of tongues.

By loving in all situations (12:9-21) 

B. In our responsibilities to the state (13:1-14)

C. In our responsibilities to weaker Christians (14:1—15:13)


Who is the weaker Christian? The abstainer!


What practices are in view?


What judgment is in view?

Grace and Legalism

Lesson 8

Three approaches to living under grace:

I. License - Using grace as an excuse to sin (Galatians 5:13)


Jude 4

II. Legalism - Artificial standards for acceptance with God


Three kinds of legalism:



1) Personal effort to earn justification (Acts 15:1-5)



2) Personal effort to maintain justification (Galatians 3:1-3)



3) Personal preferences to please God (Romans 14; 1 Corinthians 8—10; 



Colossians 2:16)




Examples of questionable personal preferences: Traditions, customs, 


food, drink, holidays, clothing, worship styles, music, etc.

III. Liberty – Letting love control our conduct.  

A. Some principles for living under the freedom of grace:

1. Accept a believer who is weak in faith. (Romans 14:1)

2. Do not argue with a believer about questionable practices. (Romans 14:1-2)

3. Do not judge a believer about questionable practices. (Romans 14:3-4)

4. Honor a believer’s convictions about what pleases God. (Romans 14:5-9)

5. Be more concerned about giving an account for your own choices. (Romans 
14:10-12)

6. Do not cause a believer to sin. (Romans 14:13-23)

7. Put the best interest of others before your own (Romans 15:1-7)

8. Always do the loving thing. (Galatians 5:13-15)
9. Let the Holy Spirit control you (Galatians 5:16-26)

B. Four questions to help determine if a questionable practice is right for you:


1. Does it enslave me or does it edify me? (1Corinthians 6:12; 10:23)


2. Does it cause hurt or does it help the other believer? (1 Corinthians 10:24-29)


3. Does it glorify God? (1 Corinthians 10:30-31)


4. Does it hurt or does it help my witness to unbelievers? (1 Corinthians 10:32-33)

Conclusion:  Living under grace is a life of freedom controlled by love.


Grace is risky.


People need room to grow.


People will fail.


People need a safe place to grow.

Grace and the Judgment Seat of Christ

Lesson 9

I. The Bible teaches a judgment for Christians.


Matthew 16:27


Romans 14:10-12


1 Corinthians 3:9-13


2 Corinthians 5:10

What it is – A judgment of how we lived our new life, our motives, and our deeds for the possibility of eternal rewards.


What it is not – A judgment of our salvation to see if we go to heaven or hell.

II. Christians will be judged for many things.


A. Our treatment of others (James 1:26-2:13)


B. Our service (Matt. 25:14-30)


C. Our use of money (2 Cor. 9:6-7; 1 Tim. 6:17-19)


D. Our leadership (1 Peter 5:1-4; Heb. 13:17)


E. Our words (Matt. 12:36-37; Luke 12:2-3)


F. Our diligence (1 Cor. 9:24-27)


G. Our faithfulness in suffering (James 1:12)


H. Our witness to unbelievers (1 Thes. 2:19-20)


I. Our longing for Christ’s return (2 Tim. 4:6-7)


J. Our holiness and purity (1 Peter 1:15-17)

III. Christians can receive rewards


A. Rewards can be gained or lost. (1 Cor. 3:11-15)


B. Rewards can be experienced in this life (John 10:10; Mark 10:28-31)


C. Rewards can be experienced in eternity (Matt. 16:27; Rev. 22:12)


D. Rewards can vary

1. Treasure in heaven (Matt. 6:20)



2. The crown rewards




Crown of glory (1 Peter 5:2)




Crown of life (James 1;12)




Crown of rejoicing (1 Thess. 2:19)




Crown of righteousness (2 Tim. 4:6)



3. The overcomer rewards (Rev. 2—3)

4. Reigning with Christ (Rom. 8:17-21; Matt. 19:27-28)



5. Christ’s verbal honor (1 Peter 1:6-7; Matt. 25:21; John 12:26)

Conclusion

Life under grace is not a life of license, but a life of responsibility with temporal and eternal consequences.

